Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.009 Å; R factor = 0.077; wR factor = 0.224; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.0.
In the title compound, [Mn(NCS) 2 (C 17 H 20 N 4 )], the Mn II atom is six-coordinated by the N,N 0 ,N 00 ,N 000 -tetradentate Schiff base ligand and by two trans-N atoms from two thiocyanate anions, forming a distorted octahedral geometry. The dihedral angle between the aromatic rings of the Schiff base is 9.5 (3) . 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data [Mn(NCS) 2 (C 17 pyridylmethyleneamino)propane has been reported (Ouyang et al., 2002) . In this paper, the title new manganese(II) complex is reported.
In the title complex, Fig. 1 et al., 1999; Sra et al., 2000; Karmakar et al., 2005; Deoghoria et al., 2005) .
The Schiff base ligand 1,2-bis(2'-pyridylmethyleneamino)propane was synthesized according to the literature method (Gourbatsis et al., 1990) . To a stirred methanol solution of the Schiff base ligand (1.0 mmol, 0.280 g) was added a methanol solution of manganese acetate (1.0 mmol, 0.245 g) and ammonium thiocyanate (1.0 mmol, 0.076 g). The mixture was boiled under reflux for 2 h, then cooled to room temperature. Brown blocks of (I) were formed after slow evaporation of the solution in air for a few days.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H distances of 0.93-0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) set at 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (C methyl ).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
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